
 

 

    
 

Feature Story: Voluntary Sector Studies Network  

 

The Community Initiatives Fund (CIF) believes nonprofit organizations and community groups are vital 

contributors to the wellbeing and quality of life of Saskatchewan residents. The CIF is committed to helping 

build the capacity of the nonprofit sector through unique strategic initiatives such as the Voluntary Sector 

Studies Network (VSSN) at Luther College. This initiative demonstrates strong alignment with CIF’s mission, 

strategic directions, values, funding objectives and priorities. In addition to providing funding, the CIF also 

serves on the steering group for the VSSN. 
 

The VSSN is an interdisciplinary, community-university collaborative, comprising students, the nonprofit 

sector and faculty/staff administered out of the VSSN office at Luther College at the University of Regina. 

VSSN embraces three interrelated themes where students, nonprofit sector staff and volunteers, as well as 

university faculty and staff, are involved in dynamic and mutually beneficial relationships:  

 Learn - VSSN provides incredible learning opportunities to students and people in the  
sector through the Nonprofit Sector Leadership and Innovation (NSLI) 
certificate and courses, connects people to careers in a variety of 
organizations, and has recently received an international award and 
was designated as an ‘Outstanding Flagship Project’ for its role in  
‘Enabling Policy and Contributing to Capacity Development in the  
field of Higher Education.’  

 Research - VSSN has completed numerous community-based  
research projects, with several more underway. 

 Innovate – VSSN is building collaborative relationships with 
organizations such as the Saskatchewan Nonprofit Partnership (SNP), 
exploring professional development needs of people in the sector, and 
bringing people together to discuss needs of the sector (e.g. Koffee Klatches).  
 

“The VSSN has greatly benefited from a two-year CIF grant worth $209,888, which helped implement a 
ground-breaking 2015-2017 VSSN Action Plan. This grant enabled us to realize our priorities of 
community outreach, as well as research and curriculum development, including the new Certificate in 
Nonprofit Sector Leadership & Innovation (NSLI)” shares Gloria DeSantis, Founder of VSSN.  
 

VSSN recently held its first-ever ‘Meeting of the Minds’ conference, co-hosted by VSSN and SNP (another 
initiative supported by the CIF), to help build collaboration and understanding within the nonprofit sector. 
“Over 65 students, nonprofit organizations, and university faculty and staff engaged in energizing 
discussions” says Jennifer Billan, VSSN Coordinator. “Major discussion points centered on nonprofit 
sector advocacy and research, as well as networking opportunities and collaborations.”  
 

“Thank you to CIF for its exceptional support in strengthening Saskatchewan communities - it is through 
CIF’s continued support and dedication to community-based initiatives that programs such as VSSN are 
able to thrive and grow community capacity” shares Billan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 CIF FEATURE STORY:  

 

Voluntary Sector Studies Network. 

July 2016 

 

” 

“ 
 

I feel that through 
the VSSN, the 

[nonprofit] sector can 
collaborate in a more 
efficient way that will 
boost the power and 
efficacy of our sector. 

- Conference Participant 
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http://www.luthercollege.edu/vssn
http://www.luthercollege.edu/vssn
https://www.luthercollege.edu/university/academics/luther-programs/voluntary-sector-studies-network/courses
https://www.luthercollege.edu/public/images/NEWS_RELEASE_VSSN_UN_University_RCE_Award_May_25_2016.pdf
https://www.luthercollege.edu/university/academics/luther-programs/voluntary-sector-studies-network/research
https://www.luthercollege.edu/university/academics/luther-programs/voluntary-sector-studies-network/vssn-snp-conference-meeting-of-the-minds

