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This summer over 7,200 people of all ages and backgrounds participated in Theatre in the Park.
Queen Seraphina and the Land of Vertebraat is the story of an accessible and inclusive kingdom
taken over by a wizard and saved by Queen Seraphina, a wise and brave wheelchair user. This
live, professional, original theatre performance was free for everyone and was performed in 26
different communities across Saskatoon. Sum Theatre also travelled to Camp Easter Seal for a
special performance, where Saskatchewan youth living with disabilities were able to see
themselves celebrated onstage. Their ensemble featured three artists living with disabilities,
including an emerging artist with Erb’s Palsy, a Deaf actor, and a wheelchair user. All 32 shows
in local parks were made accessible either through Captioning, Audio Description or ASL. The
performance helped build community by fostering a greater understanding of the importance
of accessibility.
“Our programming is free of charge and performed in non-traditional theatre spaces like public
parks,” shared Heather Morrison, Artistic Producer. “Once again this year’s production gathered
people from all walks of life, and we were proud to see Refugees, Deaf individuals, senior
citizens, wheelchair users and young children sit shoulder to shoulder in their local park to laugh
and cheer on our dear Queen Seraphina. At Sum Theatre, we build community by creating
theatre experiences for everyone. We started Theatre in the Park six years ago with two aims
in mind, accessibility and community engagement. We make theatre accessible to the entire
community regardless of their age, culture, ability or socio-economic backgrounds. We work
with numerous community groups to reach the widest public to participate in our theatre
experiences. We build community by bringing people together to participate in theatre. We
involve the audience before, during and after the show. We create work that promotes
messages of tolerance, togetherness and community enrichment. This project was especially
relevant to our two aims, as the production itself was about accessibility and community.”
This summer, for the first time ever, Sum Theatre hired the services of a trained Audio Describer,
a service provided for individuals who are visually impaired. The describer creates a narrative
track that describes the physical action happening onstage. Typically this service is performed
over headsets, but because of the nature of our outdoor theatre, our describer, Shauna BradfordWilson, used live narration and sat right next to the individuals using the service. Sum Theatre
also provided a ‘touch tour,’ where they brought props and costume pieces to touch and the
actors introduced themselves and held hands with the visually impaired audience members. A
father and son joined the described performance and told Shauna it was an experience they
would never forget. “He was incredibly attentive throughout, clapping and rocking to the music,
leaning in to catch every word. He was pooped at the end from all the active listening - hard
work! For him to be able to participate at that shared moment in the play was really
wonderful.” The father was so appreciative of the play, and the efforts everyone went to on his
son’s behalf.
Another particularly moving moment was when Artistic Producer Heather Morrison and Artistic
Director Joel Bernbaum were approached by a mother of three on closing night. Her daughter
had been recently diagnosed with OI, which is the same condition the actress who played Queen
Seraphina has. She expressed how much it meant for her daughter to see someone just like her as
the hero of a story. After the play, the 6 year-old girl told Joel “I can be in your play, because I
have OI!”
“We felt that if we could inspire one child living with disability to come to a greater acceptance
of themselves and, perhaps, consider a future in the arts, we would consider ourselves
successful. Without a doubt, we have done more than that and we couldn’t be more grateful
for the support of the Community Initiatives Fund for making this dream a reality,” exclaimed
Heather.
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“

Imagine a land of
people with varying
abilities where
kindness was
enough to keep the
peace, golden ramps
made it accessible
for all, and everyone
was welcomed. A
performance by Sum
Theatre illustrated
a land that was
accessible for all and
demonstrated the
strength of their
citizens when they
came together to
overcome a stranger
who wanted to
change them. Sum
Theatre invited us
for an exclusive
viewing that
provided a safe,
accessible, and
welcoming
environment for our
participants. They
were encouraged
to enjoy, sing along
with, and show their
appreciation for
the play in any way
they wished. Our
participants enjoyed
the play as it
educated others in
a fun way about
accessibility and
kindness.

”

– Sask Abilities

