Community Places
and Spaces Program

www.cifsask.org
E: admin@cifsask.org
Ph: 306.780.9308

The Community Places and Spaces Program
is designed to improve the quality, sustainability and use of facilities that serve as community gathering places,
sites for programs and events, and spaces for outdoor activities. Through minor construction projects and upgrades,
the lifespan and accessibility of multi-purpose facilities will be enhanced, resulting in improved quality of life for
Saskatchewan residents. The program is intended to support renovations and upgrades that are necessary for the
continued use and sustainability of community facilities.
Examples of projects that may be supported through this program include installing a wheelchair ramp at a local
museum or new flooring in a community hall, re-roofing a rink, safety improvements to a ball diamond or purchasing
playground equipment.

Who Is Eligible To Apply
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

To be eligible to apply to the Community Initiatives Fund
(CIF), an applicant must be an:

_	Submit only the material requested. Extra material will
not be forwarded to the adjudication committee. Please
do not submit engineering plans, architectural designs
or other similar documents.

_	Incorporated Saskatchewan nonprofit and charitable
organization whose primary purpose and activities are
to benefit Saskatchewan communities; or
_	Unincorporated volunteer community group that
is endorsed by an eligible organization. Endorsing
organizations may be Saskatchewan nonprofits,
municipalities, health regions, schools or school divisions
that agree to receive, administer and account for CIF
grants on behalf of a community group.
Smaller, rural and Northern communities that meet the
eligibility criteria are encouraged to apply.

FINAL Application Deadline

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

October 1, 2016

Grant Amounts

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Funding may be provided on a matching basis of up to 50%
of eligible costs to a maximum of $25,000.

Application Process

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

_	Applications must be submitted using the CIF’s on-line
application form at www.cifsask.org
_	Applications will be accepted up to midnight of the
deadline date.
_	Mailed, faxed or emailed submissions will not
be accepted.

_	All questions MUST be answered or your application
will be considered incomplete and therefore ineligible
for funding.

_	Organizations may receive funding for only one grant
at any given time under this Program or the previous
Community Vitality Program.
_	Facilities are eligible for only one grant under this Program
or the previous Community Vitality Program.
_	Projects must be completed within 24 months of the
CIF Board’s notification of approval of the grant.
_	Projects involving provincially designated heritage structures
must be approved by the Heritage Conservation Branch,
Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport, andmust adhere to the
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada (www.pc.gc.ca). Projects involving
municipally designated heritage properties must be
approved by the relevant municipal authority.
_	Applicants are strongly encouraged to consult with
general contractors, engineers or trades people applicable
to the project to ensure the proposed project meets
industry standards, provides for new technology and high
efficiency equipment, and that the budget is based on
accurate and current costs.

Review Process

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The CIF Grants Administrator will review all applications
to confirm basic eligibility requirements are met and the
application is complete. Applicants may be contacted
by the CIF Grants Administrator to provide clarification
or further detail on their budget or proposed project.
Eligible applications will then be forwarded to the relevant
adjudication committee, based on the location and/or type
of project.
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The CIF’s adjudication committees are composed of
volunteers from across the province with varied
experience and knowledge to assist with reviews and
making recommendations to the CIF Board. Funding
recommendations are based on a competitive, meritbased process. CIF program funding is limited, and not
every eligible application may receive funding. The amount
approved for each project may be less than the amount
requested, and is based on how closely the project meets
grant criteria, eligible expenses, the number of requests
received, and consideration for providing support across
the province. The following will be considered when each
application is reviewed:

_	Does the project involve volunteers and partnerships?
The project provides meaningful involvement of volunteers
and other community partners to ensure successful
delivery of the project.
_	Does the proposal include consideration of a plan for
long-term sustainability? Funding will be provided on a
one-time only basis. Program funding is not intended to
support ongoing operating and maintenance costs.

_ Does the project align with the Program objectives?
The facility must be multi-purpose, serving a range of
community needs in the areas of sport, culture, recreation,
physical activity, heritage and human/social services.
The facility is actively used, benefits many people,
and contributes to the ongoing availability of programs
and activities.
_ Is the application complete? All questions must
be answered and responses should provide enough
information for the adjudication committee to make
a recommendation.

Recommendations from the adjudication committee are
forwarded to the CIF Board for final consideration and
approval. Applicants will receive written notification of the
outcomes of their funding requests within two months of the
application deadline.

What is eligible?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The following expenses are eligible under the Program:
_	Direct project-related costs, such as project materials
and equipment, wages for project staff and other costs
specifically related to project delivery.
_	Buildings/spaces must be owned by the applicant
organization or if not, applications must include a letter
from the landlord/owner indicating consent for the project.

_	Are the proposed expenses for the project eligible
under the Program? Refer to the “What is eligible”
and “What expenses are not eligible” sections of this
document.

_ Contractor fees.
_ Rental of equipment required to complete the project.

_	Does the project design address the issue?
Renovation and rehabilitation projects will improve the
condition and extend the useful life of buildings, structures
or landscapes. The project is feasible and will result in
long term benefits for the community. The project plan
will comply with safe operational standards and applicable
building codes, local bylaws and heritage conservation
standards.
_	Does the project have broad community support?
The project is community-based and developed with the
input and leadership of community members. Support
may include donations of goods and services, and
volunteer and financial contributions from the community.

_	Construction or purchase of fixed assets* including
materials, major appliances, energy efficiency upgrades,
or other essential equipment needed to extend the life or
use of a facility and to ensure its safety.
_	Signage that is required for safety and operations and
relating specifically to the project.
_	Out-of-town pick-up and delivery costs for eligible
expenses at .30/km.
_ Other costs deemed appropriate by the CIF Board.
*A fixed asset is defined as a permanently installed item used
in programs or operations that contributes to continued
and long-term provision of benefits and services to the
community.

_	Does the project complement other community
initiatives? Knowledge of similar community projects is
evident and the proposed project should not duplicate
other efforts. The need for the facility enhancements are
identified within broader community planning efforts.

What expenses are ineligible?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

_	Does the project consider availability of similar
facilities in near proximity? Long-term sustainability
of the facility may not be feasible if there are nearby
communities with the same facility. Partnerships with
neighbouring communities may allow human and financial
resources to be used to ensure long term accessibility to
community facilities.

The Community Places and Spaces Program does NOT
provide funding for:
_	General operating, maintenance or core costs for the
applicant organization.
_	Projects exclusive to a specific family, religious or political
group, or that involve privately owned properties.
_	Projects located in regional parks.
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_	Salaries and expenses for federal, provincial, or municipal
government employees.
_	Building permit fees, legal fees, feasibility studies, rezoning applications, architectural / design fees, project
tendering costs, safety inspections.
_	Major building construction or any portion of a new
large-scale facility.
_	Site clearing and preparation including installation or
re-location of utility lines to property.
_	Purchase of supplies and equipment for program delivery,
services, activities, e.g.: zambonis.
_	Signage for advertising and promotion, e.g.: highway
signs, digital signs.

will be securely stored for seven years and then destroyed.
Recognition of CIF Support: Grant recipients are required
to acknowledge CIF’s funding support for the project. Details
about the recognition policy will be included in the grant
notification package and are also available on the CIF
website: www.cifsask.org.
Release of Funding: Successful grant recipients will receive
an approval letter and funding agreement. Recipients will
receive an initial payment of 80% of the approved amount
of the grant upon receipt of the signed funding agreement
and verification of matching funds. The remaining 20% will
be released when the CIF Grants Administrator has confirmed
that all funding and reporting obligations have been met.
Final Report: Grant recipients are required to submit a
final report for each CIF funded project. The report must
be submitted within 60 days after the project end date,
and must include copies of receipts, invoices, payroll
records, etc., to verify project expenditures.

_	Purchase of computers, office equipment, audio-visual
equipment, sound systems, office furniture.
_ Property or construction insurance.
_	Projects involving single-use or revenue-generating
facilities, e.g.: daycares, golf courses, campground sites.
_	Projects involving churches and other places of worship.
_ Renovations or additions of office or storage space.

Appeals: Unsuccessful grant applications may be
reconsidered by submitting a written request for appeal
within 60 days, indicating the basis for the appeal.
Requests should be mailed to:
CIF Grants Administrator,
1870 Lorne Street, Regina, S4P 2L7.

_ Purchase of land or buildings.
_ Purchase, lease or repair of vehicles.
_	Purchase of trees, shrubs, flowers, sod, other similar items.
_	Outdoor lighting, irrigation systems.
_	Construction, repair or maintenance of outdoor trails.
_ Cemetery maintenance, repair or restoration.
_ Routine maintenance, e.g.: janitorial, snow clearing, painting.
_ Artificial ice plants.
_	Playgrounds that are not accessible at all times of day,
school playgrounds located near community playgrounds.
_	Municipal beautification and revitalization projects,
e.g.: stand-alone washrooms, gazebos.
_ Sidewalks, curbs, public roadways.

Important Things to Note

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Please note: To be eligible for funding, grant applicants
must have no outstanding reporting or repayment
requirements with the CIF.

Appeal decisions will be considered by the CIF Board at
its next meeting and decisions will be communicated in
writing. Only one appeal per application will be considered.
Decisions of the CIF Board are final.
Extensions: Extensions may be requested by submitting
a written request to the CIF Board a minimum of 60 days
prior to the originally-stated project completion date. The
request should include an explanation of why the extension
is necessary. The CIF Grants Administrator will inform the
organization of the Board’s decision.
Eligible Projects: Projects must begin after notification
of approval by the CIF Board and will not be funded
retroactively. The CIF is not responsible for any costs
incurred by applicants for projects that began prior to
notification of the CIF Board’s decision.
On-reserve Projects may be eligible if the applicant meets
eligibility criteria and the project primarily benefits people
living off-reserve.

Personal Information: The CIF may request personal
information such as payroll records to verify project salaries.
The CIF will protect personal information as required by The
Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents
Act. This information is collected only for CIF’s purposes
and will not be released to anyone for any reason, except
as required by law. Files containing the confidential information
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