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In 2004, an Indigenous librarian in Regina had the idea to host a 
storytelling event in her library. She was a long time member of 
the Library Services for Saskatchewan Aboriginal Peoples, Inc. 
(LSSAP) Committee and saw that the library was an excellent 
public location to invite Aboriginal Elders and storytellers to share 
their traditions and culture. The LSSAP Committee supported her 
efforts and each year more librarians wanted to host storytelling 
sessions. What began as a small event grew over the years to 
a month long series of events that reach over 15,000 people 
throughout all of Saskatchewan told by over 70 First Nations and 
Métis storytellers and Elders in over 120 places. Every year since 
then, libraries and partners have hosted storytelling sessions 
throughout the month of February.  

This year, for the first time, the Chinook Regional Library System 
hosted the Launch at the Maple Creek Library which included 
presentations from invited local dignitaries, funders, and media, 
announcing the Government of Saskatchewan Proclamation that 
identifies February as Storytelling Month. The winter timing of 
oral storytelling is a culturally established practice that is unique 
in the scope and intent of delivering and maintaining cultural, 
practical, and life skills teachings that make spiritual and 
experiential awareness of relationships to land, family, and life.

The month is closed off with a workshop designed for the 
storytellers and Elders called the SAS Storyteller's Workshop. The 
LSSAP Committee has hosted this event as an opportunity for the 
storytellers, Elders, and resource people to meet and grow their 
oral storytelling craft and share this knowledge with emerging 
artists. This helps to facilitate and grow a living storytelling 
collection. The day concluded with a closing ceremony.

This project has a large and diverse reach and provides a free, 
accessible space to present, share and learn First Nations and 
Métis culture, traditions and languages in many diverse forms 
of oral storytelling. Many patrons have mentioned looking forward 
to seeing a storyteller each year that their library has hosted an 
event. Over 150 evaluations are submitted that often read like 
a story themselves and demonstrate over and over the many 
positive experiences and how they contribute to people’s lives 
and connections to library use.
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